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2020 — WORST  
FIRE SEASON ON RECORD
DACC Cares for More than 500 Displaced 
Animals in August and September

The year of 2020 has been the largest wildfire season recorded in 
California history. According to Cal Fire, “While wildfires are a natural 
part of California’s landscape, the fire season in California and across 
the West is starting earlier and ending later each year. Climate change 
is considered a key driver of this trend. Warmer spring and summer 
temperatures, reduced snowpack, and earlier spring snowmelt create 
longer and more intense dry seasons that increase moisture stress on 
vegetation and make forests more susceptible to severe wildfire.”

Los Angeles County’s fire season began with the Lake Fire that 
erupted on August 12, 2020. DACC responded through August 24 
and provided emergency care and sheltering for 97 animals including 
30 horses, 8 ponies, 16 goats, 15 chickens 3, roosters, 1 peafowl, 11 
sheep, 2 pigs, 2 ducks, 4 dogs, and 5 cats. Shortly thereafter, the Bobcat 
Fire began on September 6. The Bobcat Fire threatened even more 
animals, and DACC provided emergency care and sheltering for 412 
animals, including 196 dogs, 26 cats, 12 horses, 27 pigs, 1 pony, 35 goats, 
7 sheep, 74 chickens, 1 donkey, 3 mules, 3 roosters, 2 geese, 3 doves, 10 
ducks, 8 peafowl, 2 rams, 1 tortoise, and 1 cockatiel. 

The Foundation supports DACC’s emergency rescue and caretaking 
mission through the Foundation’s Noah’s Legacy fund. Donations to 
this fund have enabled the purchase of emergency supplies, trailers, 
a mobile medical unit, and more. The Annenberg Foundation also 
generously donated $15,000 to support the rescue efforts at the Lake 
and Bobcat fires.

JACKSON’S ORDEAL
Jackson, a beautiful five-year-old Miniature 
Australian Shepherd with striking blue eyes, was 
stolen in San Francisco on December 14, 2019. 
His desperate owner mounted a public campaign 
to find Jackson, including a website, hiring an 
airplane banner advertising service, and a reward 
fund that reached $7,000. Multiple media outlets 
and social media were engaged to spread the 
word of Jackson’s disappearance in the hopes of 
returning him to his rightful home. However, no 
breaks in the case developed.

On April 19, 2020 a Miniature Australian 
Shepherd with striking blue eyes was brought 
into DACC’s Palmdale ACC. DACC routinely 
scans all animals for microchips, and the scanner 
showed it was Jackson! DACC contacted 
Jackson’s owner, who made immediate 
arrangements to pick up Jackson and bring  
him home. The tearful and joyous reunion  
was so rewarding to see, especially Jackson’s 
repeated barking for joy to be reunited with  
his grateful owner.

The Foundation and DACC encourage all pet 
owners to microchip their pets. Microchips are a 
permanent identification method that can reunite 
lost or stolen pets. DACC has seen reunifications 
for pets who have been separated from their 
families for many years, or by great distances. 
They can make the difference between heartache 
and joy. Microchips can be implanted by any 
veterinarian and DACC provides microchips at 
regularly scheduled clinics, which can be found  
at animalcare.lacounty.gov/microchips. 
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Christine Arias —  in memory of Oreo & Ditto
Elizabeth Boyce —  in memory of Myra Perez
Lori Chaves —  in memory of Abby
Robin Down —  in memory of her Aunt
Jean Doyle —  in memory of Susan Doyle
Sandra Edmonds — in memory of Weeman
Harold & Gloria Estabrook — in memory of Jack
Georgia Figueroa — in memory of Peanut
Rebecca Fuller — in memory of Eeyore Tiger
Daphne Gallagher — in memory of Salvador Yarris
Margarita Garcia — in memory of Mikey & Little One
Amy Gulbrandsen — in memory of Kyra Flores
Diane Gunther — in memory of Cali King
Diane Gunther — in memory of Jenny Lovey
Sally Hall—Schmauss – in memory of Isabel Lanski
Alexandria Hunt — in memory of Rambo & Pablo
Lisa Juarez — in memory of Spargel
Donna Koch — in memory of Darcy Granadino
Donna Koch — in memory of Lucy Mayeda
Mitchell & Ann Kolacinski — in memory of Honey
Carolyn Kuhn — in memory of Sadie Mae

Kevin Aguilar — in honor of Castiel
Oskar Bakke — in honor of Russell for his support
Karen Banks — in honor of Smidge, Doodles, Kissa, & Jaxson
Sheri Berger — in honor of Sophie-Anne
Alexandra Boton — in honor of Mocha & Nellie
Angel & Claudia Castellanos — in honor of Leo, Snow, & Cocco
Margaret Cortez — in honor of Baby Bear
Darrell & Judy Danford — in honor of Missy
Heather Anne Driver — in honor of Minna
Mary Edwards — in honor of Katelyn Edwards
Harold & Gloria Estabrook — in honor of Duke
Corey Evans — in honor of Baron
Jeff Fralinger — in honor of Michael Levitt Productions-

2020ARDS
Danny Glicker — in honor of Goldie & Tina
Frederick Greene — in honor of Barkis
Barry Hou — in honor of Tony
Yaejin Kim — in honor of Ice Cream Tree Studio
Alvin Larsen — in honor of Buster
Malerie Leach — in honor of Zoe Ramakers
Claudia Mazzei — in honor of Nikki, Ginger, Teddy,  

Bear, Gizmo, & Brownie
Sienna McCord — in honor of Peanut

The Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following donations.

The Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following 
gifts made in honor of special people and animals.

Memorial Gifts

Honorarium Gifts

Ka Yee Cherry Lee — in memory of Lucy
Peggy Lopez — in memory of Olive 
Sharon McDougall — in memory of Mac
Marcia Mayeda — in memory of Willee Koch
Scott Michaels — in memory of Zoe Garrett
Gian Miranda — in memory of MJ
Janice Miya — in memory of Miss Kitty
Nancy Moomau — in memory of Stuart Learned
Nancy Moomau — in memory of Lucy Mayeda
Matt & Charlene Morehead — in memory of Mr. Kidd
Sharon Pecorelli — in memory of Stuart Learned
Sharon Pecorelli — in memory of Lucy Mayeda
Sharon Pecorelli (for Rascal) — in memory of Gaby Marshall
Helen Porcaro — in memory of Palmer Adams
Bonnie Randall — in memory of Georgie Ichiyasu
Kristin Safi — in memory of Google
Leslie Sambrano — in memory of Benny
Stepan & Aurora — in memory of Olivia
Beverley A. Sleep — in memory of MeowMeow Fath
Elizabeth Stothers — in memory of Chopper & Gerty
David Williams — in memory of Winchester Lynch

Ravenna Michalsen — in honor of Boodle
Charles & Gloria Moronez — in honor of Ruby
Martha Philippoff — in honor of Samson
Ileah Pratt — in honor of Lamar
Bonnie Randall — in honor of Diane Ichiyasu
Robin Redmon — in honor of Cheepop Brooks
Alejandra Rich — in honor of Cocoa & Ikaika
Howard Rodgers — in honor of Brent Butterworth
Alicia Rogers — in honor of Tom Rogers
Stephanie Sanchez — in honor of Scooby
Emily Schmidt — in honor of Sadie Amalfitano
Robert T. Sherman — in honor of Wolf
Mary Stromberg — in honor of Mia & Bella Miseroy’s Birthdays
Kathy Sturdy — in honor of Murphy
Jennifer Thompson — in honor of Jeff Jordan
Alfred Valdes — in honor of Daisy
Judith Villablanca — in honor of Dakota
Judith Webb — in honor of Willy
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A NEW BEGINNING FOR YUMI
Yumi’s story is an illustration of the dedicated work and compassion of DACC staff. 
When responding to a call to pick up a deceased animal, the responding officer realized 
the one-year-old Shih Tzu was not dead, but very injured and in need of immediate 
emergency treatment. He immediately rushed the dog, later named “Yumi,” back to the 
Palmdale ACC where medical and animal caretaking staff sprang into action.

Yumi’s severely matted body was shaved and staff had to remove hundreds of foxtails 
throughout her body. The foxtail infestation was so severe that Yumi had ulcerations 
in her eyes, as well as a severe infection in her ear. Many foxtails penetrated more than 
half their length into her body.

Staff completed the hours-long painstaking process of foxtail removal and provided 
immediate medical care. By the next morning Yumi was eating, drinking, resting 
comfortably, and would perk up when staff brought her more food. She was a true 
fighter and it was so rewarding to be able to save her life.

Based on Yumi’s condition and need for further medical treatment, the Palmdale 
ACC team partnered with a trusted Adoption Partner rescue group to bring Yumi into 
their foster and convalescent care program. Yumi received further medical treatment, 
including the removal of her irreparably damaged eye, and was ultimately placed into a 
permanent, loving home.

The Foundation supports the care of animals like Yumi through its Grooming Gives 
Hope and Dreams Come True programs. Your donations help make the difference 
between life and death for these animals in desperate need for critical care. Thanks to 
you, the future is brighter for animals like Yumi.

YumiYumi
 After After Yumi Before

In 2020, new legislation created the Animal Control 
Officer Standards Act, which develops and maintains 
standards for a voluntary program to certify animal control 
officers. This program promotes and ensures a high level 
of professionalism in animal care and control by setting 
standards, minimum requirements, and ongoing educational 
requirements for animal control officers. This will also help 
local agencies identify, select, and train qualified officers to 
enforce animal welfare laws and protect public safety.

On September 21, 2020 the California Animal Welfare Association (CalAnimals) announced 
the inaugural group of 50 Certified Animal Control Officers. DACC is proud to report 
that this group included DACC officers Brenda Beougher, Matthew Davoodzadeh, Joshua 
Doud, Melody Emmick, Bethany Estes, Rachel Montez-Kemp, Aaron Reyes, Jerrica Salvador, 
Christopher Valles, Justin Vaughn, and Shannon Wahrman. Many more DACC officers are in 
the application process and will be joining the CACO ranks with their peers.

CACO Justin Vaughn of the Agoura ACC remarked, “I always want to be the best I can be in my 
profession. I enjoy the task and personal challenges to achieve my goal. Therefore, I take pride 
in strengthening and developing my skills based on the opportunities given to me.”

Animal Control Officers serve a vital function for their communities in protecting animals, 
promoting public safety, investigating complaints of animal cruelty, and responding to disasters. 
CACO status for DACC officers underscores the professional and compassionate work 
performed by these officers every day.

DACC RECOGNIZES ITS CERTIFIED ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS

Justin Vaughn

Rachel Montez-Kemp

Christopher Valles


